Question and Answer Log | DE-FOA-0003605 — Restoring Reliability: Coal
Recommissioning and Modernization.

Question 1 | Topic: Eligibility

Q. Are private individuals to include graduate researchers, permitted to apply as a prime
awardee or team member?

A. Please refer to “Step 1: Review the Funding Opportunity/Eligibility/Eligible Applicants.”
The section describes the eligibility requirements for both the prime awardee and team
members. Per the BAA, private entities (individuals) may only participate as a project team
member as long as all eligibility criteria set forth in the BAA are met.

Question 2 | Topic: Other
Q. Is a webinar or information session planned?

A. Awebinar or information session is not planned at this time. If DOE elects to conduct
such an event for this BAA, the event will be announced on the Exchange website, and the
BAA will be amended.

Question 3 | Topic: Other

Q. What steps should | pursue in submitting a proposal?

A. Please refer to the BAA, specifically 1-3.

Question 4 | Topic Other

Q. Can | contact DOE personnel to discuss this funding opportunity?

A. DOE personnel will only communicate about this BAA through the question and answer
process.

Question 5 | Topic: Eligibility
Q. Is construction of a new coal-fired generation facility eligible in topic areas 1 and 27?

A. Yes, new coal plant construction is an eligible activity under this BAA. The BAA will be
amended to ensure clarity with respect to new construction activities.

Question 6 | Topic: Subrecipients
Q. How will project participation by an FFRDC be handled?

A. Please refer to “Step 1: Review the Funding Opportunity/Eligibility/Eligible Applicants”
for limitations regarding FFRDC project participation. "For non-DOE/NNSA FFRDCs, the



Federal Agency sponsoring the FFRDC must authorize in writing the use of the FFRDC on
the proposed project and this authorization must be submitted with the application. The
use of the FFRDC must be consistent with its authority under the award. For DOE/NNSA
FFRDCs, the cognizant Contracting Officer for the FFRDC must authorize in writing the use
of the FFRDC on the proposed project and this authorization must be submitted with the
application. The funding for the FFRDC will flow through the prime recipient. The following
wording is acceptable for this authorization: "Authorization is granted for the Laboratory to
participate in the proposed project. The work proposed for the Laboratory is consistent
with or complimentary to the missions of the Laboratory and will not adversely impact
execution of the DOE assigned programs at the Laboratory." The BAA will be amended to
clarify FFRDC application requirements.

Question 7 | Topic: Other

Q. Will the BAA include multiple rounds?

A. The BAAis planned for a single round with a single close date.
Question 8 | Topic: Other

Q. What are the references to Genlll and/or SMR in the BAA?

A. These are typos that will be corrected in a future BAA amendment. Please disregard
these references.

Question 9 | Topic: Eligibility

Q. Can | share my project's technical approach with you to obtain an eligibility
determination prior to submitting an application?

A. The DOE will not make eligibility determinations for potential applicants prior to the date
on which applications to this BAA must be submitted. The decision whether to submit an
application in response to this BAA lies solely with the applicant.

Question 10 | Topic: Tech Topics
Q. How is rural or remote community defined in topic area 27?

A. Per the Infrastructure Investment and Jobs Act (I1JA) Section 40103(c)(1), “rural or remote
area means a city, town, or unincorporated area that has a population of not more than
10,000 inhabitants.”



Question 11 | Topic: Other
Q. Can the award period of performance exceed 6 years for Topic 1 or 4 years for Topic 27?

A. Please refer to “Step 1: Review the Opportunity/Basic Information/Funding
Detail/Expected Award Project Periods” regarding maximum award periods.

Question 12 | Topic: Budget/Costs
Q. Is there a maximum or average award size targeted for awards under this BAA?

A. Please refer to “Step 1: Review the Opportunity/Basic Information/Funding Detail”
regarding plans for award funding. The BAA does not identify anticipated maximum,
minimum, or average Federal award amounts.

Question 13 | Topic: Cost Sharing
Q. Does the 50% cost share requirement apply to all award phases and activities?

A. Please refer to Step 1: Review the Opportunity/Basic Information /Milestones and Costs
regarding the minimum cost share contribution required for costs incurred at any time
during the award.

Question 14 | Topic: Eligibility

Q. Will a generation unit scheduled to shut down after January 1, 2032 be eligible under
Topic 17?

A. Please refer to “Step 1: Review the Opportunity/Basic Information/Basic
Information/Eligibility/Eligible Applicants” and “Step 1: Review the Opportunity/Basic
Information/Program Description/Purpose” regarding the latest allowable date for the
scheduled facility retirement. Per the BAA, generation units scheduled for retirement after
January 1, 2032, are not eligible for an award under this BAA.

Question 15 | Topic: Eligibility

Q. Do both topics have the inactive or scheduled retirement prior to 2032 requirement?
A. No, see eligibility requirements for Topics 1 and 2.

Question 16 | Topic: Tech Topics

Q. Could these funds be used for existing coal facilities that we have plans to convert to gas
at a later date?

A. No, projects that do not include a long-term plan for coal fired generation unit retention
or demonstrate long-term economic viability beyond the project period are not requested.



Question 17 | Topic: Other
Q. Could you provide examples of clean coal technology energy goals?

A. The DOE cannot provide clean energy goals for specific organizations. Generally, coal
generation unit clean energy goals typically range from pollution controls that reduce
nitrogen oxides, sulfur dioxide, and/or particulate matter when compared to plants without
controls to larger reductions that may be realized through carbon capture technologies.

Question 18 | Topic: Other

Q. The BAA technical evaluation criteria references consideration of a "Techno-Economic
Analysis," but the analysis is not requested as part of the application.

A. ATechno-Economic Analysis (TEA) will be added to the application requirementsin a
future BAA amendment. The Techno-Economic Analysis (TEA) will assess the long-term
financial viability of the proposed technology using generally accepted accounting
principles. The TEA should be conducted with the best available information for the
proposed technologies, systems, and infrastructure and should incorporate prior testing
data if available. Applicants should plan for TEA updates for the duration of the project
period.

Question 19 | Topic: Other

Q. The cover page template (pg. 54) and Responsiveness Review (pg. 65) reference ““Gen Il
+ SMRs” as a requirement for application. Can you please explain or confirm?

A. See response to question #8.
Question 20 | Topic: Other

Q. The instructions for this application list the Foreign Entity/Work Waiver under Post-
award documentation. However, in order to submit an application, the portal requires an
upload for the Waivers.

A.The application portal has been updated, and the Foreign Entity/Work Waiver is now
optional.

Question 21 | Topic: Tech Topics
Q. Is Carbon Capture Utilization and Storage (CCUS) required for both Topic 1 and 27?

A. Please refer to “Step 1: Review the Opportunity/Basic Information/Funding Detail. CCUS
is required for Topic 1 only.



Question 22 | Topic: Tech Topics

Q. Can a Topic 1 project include coal-fired generation asset efficiency upgrades during the
award period of performance and CCUS after the project period?

A. Please refer to “Step 1: Review the Opportunity/Basic Information/Funding Detail.
Applications to Topic 1 that do not include a plan for CCUS as part of the project scope will
be deemed noncompliant and not forwarded for merit review.

Question 23 | Topic: Other

Q. Is the conversion of a coal fired generation unit to natural gas considered
modernization?

A. No, see the response to question #16.
Question 24 | Topic: Eligibility

Q. Can | provide information regarding my organization and proposed project prior to the
BAA close date to obtain an eligibility determination?

A. See response to question #9.
Question 25 | Topic: Tech Topics

Q. Are projects that involve numerous upgrades or enhancements to a coal-fired
generation unit acceptable?

A. Please refer to “Step 1: Review the Opportunity/Basic Information/Funding Detail." The
topic areas do not limit the number of proposed upgrades or enhancements.

Question 26 | Topic: Other

Q. How do I respond to the request for my organization's clean energy goals in the technical
volume requirements?

A. See response to question #17.



