
Q: If DOE has sent me a response to my Concept Paper flagging criteria for further strengthening, what 
should I do? 

A: In some cases, DOE may flag certain review criteria for Applicants directly. DOE’s purpose in doing so 
is to provide feedback to support your comple�on of the Full Applica�on. This will be indicated by a 
checkmark on the leter that DOE sends either “encouraging” or “discouraging” you to submit a Full 
Applica�on.  

See below for FAQs related to each review criteria flag. 

Criterion 1 

Q: My determina�on leter was marked for C1. Why? 

A: Your Concept Paper was par�ally clear but not fully clear as to whether the prime applicant is an 
eligible en�ty as described in Sec�on III.A of the FOA. For example, if you applied under AOI 1, it is 
possible that your Concept Paper did not clearly establish that the prime applicant is a si�ng authority 
with the authority to make a final determina�on regarding the si�ng, permi�ng, or regulatory status of 
a covered transmission project that is proposed to be located in an area under the jurisdic�on of the 
en�ty. As another example, if you applied under AOI 2, it is possible that your Concept Paper did not 
clearly establish that the prime applicant is: (1) a si�ng authority as defined above; or (2) a State, local, 
or Tribal governmental en�ty. Addi�onally, it is possible that the primary applicant listed in your Concept 
Paper was neither a si�ng authority nor a State, local, or Tribal governmental en�ty but the Concept 
Paper described an intent to partner with an eligible applicant. 

You should ensure that your Full Applica�on clarifies how the prime applicant sa�sfies the eligibility 
criteria as described in Sec�on III.A of the FOA.  

Q: The applicable transmission project for my proposal is currently being considered by a regional 
transmission organiza�on or independent system operator (RTO/ISO) for poten�al inclusion in a 
regional transmission plan. I expect the RTO/ISO to make a public decision on whether to include the 
transmission project in its regional transmission plan by the Full Applica�on deadline. Will that public 
decision by the RTO/ISO suffice to sa�sfy the requirement that the project developer has applied “or 
informed a si�ng authority of…intent to apply, for regulatory approval” as required by Sec�on 50152 
of the Infla�on Reduc�on Act?  

No. A si�ng authority, meaning a State, local, or Tribal governmental en�ty with authority to make a final 
determina�on regarding the si�ng, permi�ng, or regulatory status of a covered transmission project 
that is proposed to be located in an area under the jurisdic�on of the en�ty, must have received some 
form of no�ce that the developer of the applicable transmission project intends to apply for approval 
from that si�ng authority to site the transmission project. This does not have to be in the form of a 
formal applica�on. It could be writen or oral no�ce but must be documented in wri�ng at the �me of 
the Full Applica�on.  

  



Criterion 2 

Q: My determina�on leter was marked for C2. Why? 

A: Your Concept Paper was either lacking a dra� project schedule or was par�ally clear but not fully clear 
as to: (1) the proposed period of performance, which may have been beyond the period of performance 
stated in the FOA (For Area of Interest 1 – within 24 months; For Area of Interest 2 – between 24-48 
months); (2) when TSED funds will be required and/or by when funds will be used; (3) whether TSED 
funds were to be dispersed before the “commencement of construc�on of the applicable transmission 
project;” and/or (4) project milestones, including the go/no-go decision. 

You should ensure that your Full Applica�on includes a full dra� project schedule detailing the key 
project milestones, and the period of performance that meets the TSED fund disbursement 
requirements: that TSED funds can only be dispersed “upon commencement of construc�on of the 
applicable transmission project” if the applicant is a State, local, or Tribal governmental en�ty; and that 
the proposed period of performance is within the �meframe detailed in the FOA.  

Criterion 3 

Q: My determina�on leter was marked for C3. Why? 

A: Your Concept Paper was par�ally clear but not fully clear as to whether the proposed use of the funds 
was associated with an eligible “covered transmission project.” For example, it is possible that you have 
not clearly iden�fied: the covered transmission project relevant kV minimum; which state boundaries 
the covered transmission project crosses if it is an onshore transmission line; and/or whether the 
developer of the covered transmission project has applied to, or otherwise informed, a si�ng authority 
of the developer’s intent to apply for regulatory approval. As another example, your Concept Paper may 
reference mul�ple possible covered transmission projects without clearly explaining how each sa�sfies 
all TSED criteria. TSED funds must be used for projects associated with covered transmission projects. 
You should clarify in the Full Applica�on. See defini�on of “covered transmission project” (FOA Sec�on 
III.A.i. Restricted Eligibility) for more details. 

Criterion 4 

Q: My determina�on leter was marked for C4. Why? 

A: Your Concept Paper was par�ally clear but not fully clear as to what FOA objec�ves the project will 
further and how. For example, under AOI 2 it is possible that you have not clearly described how or why 
you expect that your community will be impacted by the covered transmission project. As another 
example, it is possible that you have not indicated whether or how the community has expressed an 
interest in or desire for the economic development project proposed. You should ensure that your Full 
Applica�on clarifies how your economic development project will advance FOA objec�ves, including by 
explaining: (1) how the construc�on and opera�on of the covered transmission project(s) is likely to 
impact your community; and (2) how the community has expressed an interest in the economic 
development project. If the community does not yet know about the economic development project 
that you propose, you should indicate when and how you will solicit input.  
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Q: If I have submited a Concept Paper that outlines several poten�al projects under either AOI 1 or 
AOI 2, am I required to submit a Full Applica�on that proposes to complete all those projects? Also, if I 
do submit a Full Applica�on that proposes to carry out several different qualifying projects, should I 
expect DOE to accept or deny the full set of ac�vi�es as a package? 

A: If you have submited a Concept Paper that iden�fies mul�ple poten�al projects, you have the op�on 
to reduce the number of proposed projects in your Full Applica�on. However, you are not required to do 
so. At the �me that DOE reviews your Full Applica�on, DOE reserves the right to select for funding all 
your proposed projects or a subset of those projects. DOE also reserves the right to issue an award at the 
requested funding level or a lower (or higher) total dollar figure than you requested. If DOE declines to 
fund all the projects or declines to provide the full amount of money requested, there will be an 
opportunity for discussion with DOE.  

Q: I submited a Concept Paper that iden�fied mul�ple poten�al projects, but I was not clear whether 
I planned to carry out all of the projects or whether: (1) I plan to narrow the scope of projects in the 
future a�er I have collected public input; or (2) I plan to establish a sub-grant program that may or 
may not ul�mately support all of the ac�vi�es described, depending on what applica�ons I receive 
from poten�al sub-grantees. Does DOE require me to clarify these details in my Full Applica�on? 

A: Yes, your Full Applica�on should make clear whether you intend to carry out all the projects described 
in your Concept Paper, whether and how you plan to conduct a stakeholder engagement process to 
narrow down the project list, and/or whether you plan to conduct a sub-grant program. If you plan to 
conduct a sub-grant program, your Full Applica�on will be stronger if you can clearly describe the 
intended scope of the program, who will be eligible to apply, and how you plan to select and priori�ze 
among poten�al sub-grant awardees.  

Q: I submited a Concept Paper that iden�fied the use or crea�on of a fund under AOI 2. How should 
the Full Applica�on describe the proposed use of sub-grants?  

A: When describing a proposed sub-grant program in the Full Applica�on, you should clearly iden�fy 
whether you will create a new fund or intend to use an exis�ng fund for the purposes of issuing sub-
grants. The Full Applica�on should detail who will manage the fund. You should ensure the Full 
Applica�on defines the types of projects that will poten�ally receive sub-grants and the process for 
selec�ng awardees. Addi�onally, if the Full Applica�on iden�fies more than one proposed use for the 
requested TSED funds, you should clearly dis�nguish which proposed projects fall within the sub-grant 
program and which will be completed through other means, such as direct ac�on by the applicant. 

Criterion 5 

Q: My determina�on leter was marked for C5. Why?  

A: Your Concept Paper either did not include project risks and associated mi�ga�on strategies, or was 
par�ally clear but not fully clear as to such risks/mi�ga�on strategies. For example, it is possible that 
your Concept Paper described the project-specific risks and challenges but not the possible mi�ga�on 
strategies to address those risks and challenges. As another example, it is possible that your Concept 
Paper did not iden�fy material risks  specific to the proposed project, such as the poten�al to be denied 
necessary permits or supply chain, access to labor, and infla�onary risks.  



You should ensure your Full Applica�on fully defines the risks and challenges associated with comple�ng 
the proposed project AND the corresponding mi�ga�on plans/strategies. 

Criterion 6 

Q: My determina�on leter was marked for C6. Why?   

A: Your concept paper either did not include relevant informa�on or was par�ally clear but not fully clear 
as to what qualifica�ons, experience, capabili�es, and other resources the applicant and any proposed 
partners possess to complete the proposed project. For example, it is possible that your Concept Paper 
does not list the roles, creden�als, capabili�es, and experience of partnering organiza�ons. You should 
ensure that your Full Applica�on states the specific nature of any partnership and includes the 
Community Partnership Documenta�on described in the FOA, such as leters of commitment outlining 
the planned partnership(s), memorandum(s) of understanding, and other similar agreement(s).  

Criterion 7 

Q: My determina�on leter was marked for C7. Why?   

A: Your Concept Paper either did not iden�fy partners or was par�ally clear but not fully clear as to why 
the partners iden�fied are appropriate to support the successful implementa�on of the proposed 
project (or projects). As another example, it is possible that you did not provide a sufficient amount of 
informa�on about the partners listed. Addi�onally, it is possible that you did not list any partners and did 
not provide a clear explana�on as to why no partners would be necessary to support the successful 
implementa�on of the proposed project.  

You should ensure that your Full Applica�on provides sufficient informa�on about any partners listed 
and clarifies why any poten�al partners are appropriate to support implementa�on of the proposed 
project. If you do not believe any partners are necessary, you should ensure that your Full Applica�on 
provides a sufficient ra�onale as to why no partners are necessary.  

Miscellaneous 

Q: The circumstances surrounding our project have changed since submi�ng a concept paper. Can we 
s�ll submit an applica�on even if significant por�ons of the proposal are different? 

Yes. DOE expects that the details of proposed economic development projects may vary between the 
concept paper and final applica�on stages due to unforeseen circumstances as well as applicants 
gathering addi�onal informa�on. Nonetheless, the goals and overall scope of the proposed economic 
development project, as described in the full applica�on, should remain largely consistent with the 
proposal described in the concept paper, and the impact on the affected community should be at least 
as significant as originally proposed in the concept paper. The proposed project descrip�on in the full 
applica�on should reflect any changes from the concept paper to full applica�on stage.     

Q: Are agencies able to use funding through this opportunity to dedicate exis�ng staff �me exclusively 
to the review of eligible covered transmission projects, or is there a requirement that the funding go 
to hiring new staff or contractors? 

While DOE cannot make a determina�on on funding par�cular ac�vi�es in advance of receiving and 
evalua�ng full applica�ons, the TSED program does not preclude funding for exis�ng staff so long as they 



are undertaking an eligible ac�vity, as detailed in the FOA and Sec�on 50152 of the Infla�on Reduc�on 
Act. 

 


